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Statement on Election Day Observation Findings of the 7" General Election

The Consortium of Ethiopian Human Rights Organizations (CEHRO) conducted an Election Day
observation of the Ethiopian 7 General Election on 1 June 2026. The observation mission was
undertaken by deploying 19 mobile observers to 79 polling stations in Somali, Amhara, and
Benshishangul-Gumuz Regions, focusing on locations hosting internally displaced persons (IDPs),

as well as in Addis Ababa.

In addition, CEHRO deployed mobile observers to Special Polling Stations and conducted an
Election Day observation on 9 June 2026, which covered the pre-voting, voting, and vote counting
process. The observation was carried out in Bambasi IDP camps (Assosa Zone, Benishangul-

Gumuz Region) and at the Special Polling Stations located in South Wollo Zone, Amhara Region.
Positive Aspects

CEHRO observed and encouraged the following positive aspects during the 7™ General Election

(1 June 2026).
o  High-level collaboration from election officials for observers throughout the election day;

o Active engagement and responses from NEBE election coordinators to ensure the

availability of essential election materials.

o In most polling stations, the voting process commenced at 6:00 a.m., and election officials
were present at the polling stations before the commencement of voting and prepared the

election materials;

o Voters reached at polling stations before the commencement of the voting process, which

demonstrates an encouraging and active engagement of voters in the election process;



o Orderly queue management, accessibility of polling stations, and priority given for PWDs,

the elderly, and pregnant women to vote;
o Availability of sufficient election materials at the polling stations; and
o Transparent voter identification and verification process.
Areas that need improvement
CEHRO’s election day observation findings reveal the following areas of concern;
o Delayed commencement of voting process in some polling stations;

o Violation of secret ballot in some polling stations through marking ballots by election

officials;

o Election officials frequently join voters in the secrecy booth and provide frequent support

for voters without an express request from voters.
o Two or more voters mark their ballots at the same time within the same secrecy booth;

o It was observed that underage voters holding a voter identification card were allowed to

vote on behalf of their parents, and the election officials assisted them in marking ballots.

o Unauthorized individuals (who were not election officials, voters, political parties' agents,
or observers) were observed inside polling stations providing instructions to voters on how
to mark their ballots, including within the voting secrecy booth. Despite this occurrence,

the election officials failed to take necessary measures, and

o  Observers and political party agents were directly counting votes and identifying valid and

invalid ballots.
Observation Findings from Special Polling Stations (SPS)

CEHRO's observation indicates that the voting process across the observed Special Polling
Stations (SPS) was conducted peacefully, with ample space for IDPs to engage in the democratic
process, reflecting a positive step towards inclusive electoral participation. However, the

observation findings also indicate the following limitations.



o Lack of sufficient and timely information from NEBE on the date of election at SPS, the
number and location of SPS, which hinders CEHRO from actively engaging and deploying

its observers;

o Limitation of information for voters about the date of the election, and voters in some

Special Polling Stations were informed about it one day before the election day;

o Absence of accredited media and lack of media coverage of the voting process in the

observed Special Polling Stations;

o Insufficient space for voters in the Special Polling Stations to cast their vote in the secrecy

booth;

o Frequent support and presence of the election officials while the voters mark their ballot

within the secrecy booth;

o Inconsistencies in the criteria for the establishment of Special Polling Stations (while IDP
camps with a higher number of residents (like, for example, Degan IDP camps) do not have
Special Polling Stations, in other areas, camps with fewer IDPs (like, for example, Kutaber

and Gerado IDP camps) have been prioritized for SPS placement;

o Lack of interest among IDPs in voting for candidates from their areas of

origin/displacement;

o Low voter engagement among IDPs (in Gerado and Kutaber IDPs camps), which was also
documented in CEHROs' pre-election observation findings that voters' participation was
driven by fear of repercussions rather than civic motivation. In addition, separate election
days in Special Polling Stations create the perception of inequality among IDPs and reduce

the visibility of the election process for national and international observers.
CEHRO's Recommendations

In light of CEHRO's pre-election and election day (conducted on 1 June 2026 and 9 June 2026)
observation findings, we recommend that the observed positive aspects should be preserved and
further strengthened in future elections. Furthermore, the challenges identified should be addressed

in subsequent electoral processes and in post-election legal and procedural reforms.
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